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 We were very fortunate this year to latch onto the YABS author tour and bring in Eric Walters to speak to students from several  Medicine Hat schools. Eric Walters entertained and informed some grade 9 classes on Tuesday, Nov. 10, 2009. As a best selling children’s author, he has written over 60 novels and won over 80 awards. You can read about Mr. Walters on his website www.ericwalters.net/  and also view excerpts from books at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvHuWYK02qs
[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


 Two of Mr. Walter’s books are part of the top ten books of the “Have You Read It Yet?” reading initiative.  As a serendipitous coincidence the theme of our initiative this year is  social issues, and Mr. Walters is deeply committed to The Creation of Hope which focuses on global citizenship and social justice.  Mr. Schaber’s class, and the library, are both showing Slumdog Millionaire during TA and all money donated will be used to help orphaned children in Africa. Mr. Sisko is also donating funds from 50/50 draws for this charity.  “100% of money raised by schools will be sent directly for service. There is no administration fee taken from student raised funds…. Each school will be provided with an accountability statement. This will list – dollar by dollar – exactly what their funds purchased and the specific children and community members that benefited from their efforts” (Creation of Hope. http://creationofhope.com/)
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Mr. Walters also wished me to express a special thanks to Greg Reister, Braden Mann and Nikala Ward.
